UNGIWG 10th Plenary Meeting
Actions and Recommendations

The participants of the 10th Plenary Meeting of the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group held in Bonn, Germany from 19- 21 October 2009: 
 Extend their appreciation to the co-chairs (ECA and UNOOSA) for the work carried out since they took over the co-chairmanship in February 2009 and also for the organisation of the 10th UNGIWG Plenary Meeting. 
Acknowledge the successful efforts of the UNGIWG Secretariat in producing a comprehensive members mailing list and stress the need to ensure that all United Nations Organizations provide regular updates and inclusions to the mailing list and also the need that all member Organizations nominate their respective Focal Point.

 Agree that UNGIWG activities shall be carried out through Special Interest Groups (SIGs) and time-bound ad hoc Task Groups. Special Interest Groups (SIG) are long-term groups of members addressing significant areas of work that are central to the objectives of UNGIWG. Time-bound ad hoc Task Groups, set up by the Plenary, or upon recommendation from the SIGs, and consisting of members and individuals invited from partner organizations, will focus on specific actions that need to be carried out collectively.

 Agree to also continue with the implementation of the United Nations Spatial Data Infrastructure (UNSDI) and that the way forward is to build upon the already agreed framework with each agency ensuring, to the extent possible, that the work carried out in their respective organisation builds into the proposed UNSDI, while at the same time working together on the implementation of a practical example of the planned UNSDI.
On the transition to Special Interest Groups: 
Agree that the two Task Groups Core Geo-Database and Remote Sensing will transition to Special Interest Groups and request that the UNGIWG Secretariat send out a message inviting interested UNGIWG members to join these newly established SIGs.
Agree that no Special Interest Group needs to be created for the Interoperability Services Task Group and that the members of the Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Task Group and the Map Production Guidelines Task Group will be consulted about the possibility of continuing to fulfil their present important tasks as a Special Interest Group. 

Emphasize the need to create Terms of Reference for each SIG, detailing the focus and modus operandi of the group. 
Suggest that the effectiveness of the new Special Interest Groups structure be revised during the next 2010 Plenary. 

On the implementation of the United Nations Spatial Data Infrastructure (UNSDI): 
Agree that the Co-chairs should revisit the proposed UNSDI Framework document with the aim of updating as needed and identifying action items to be carried out with the current available resources (such as carrying out a technology scan, updating user requirements, and updating the UNSDI Framework). 

Stress the need to propose a strategy plan to ensure the implementation of the UNSDI Framework Document, in coordination with the UNGIWG Principals. 

Agree to create a time bound ad hoc Task Group to revise the UNSDI framework, and stress the need to coordinate with leading United Nations agencies for that purpose. This Task Group will demonstrate the institutional and technical readiness of agencies and programmes to publish discoverable pilot open web services as the basis for an ongoing, multi-purpose infrastructure usable by the entire UN family. Membership will comprise those who, in this meeting, indicated that their organizations are able to meet operational requirements. 

On other matters: 
Recognize the importance of supporting the Global Impact and Vulnerability Alert System (GIVAS) team, and agree to create a time bound ad hoc Task Group for that purpose. 

  Emphasize the need to follow up on the special agreement reached with the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) and ensure the establishment of a UNGIWG membership at the Principal level. Agree that the co-chairs should follow up on the prospect of a UN - OGC Interoperability Experiment and on a future Open Web Services testbed participation. Agree also that the UN should consider hosting OGC meetings as part of the UN - OGC membership agreement. 

Request that the co-chairs draft a letter to the UN Secretariat Chief Information Technology Officer (CITO) with the purpose of thanking him for his supportive statement and ensuring his support for the UNSDI framework, 
Suggests that action be taken on setting up an ISeeIT Kiosk presence at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, with the possibility of jointly collaborating with UNHCR and FAO or other member organizations present. 

Request that the co-chairs draft a letter of gratitude to the former Co-chairs, thanking them for their contribution to the significant progress, and providing them with an update on the latest UNGIWG actions and decisions. 
Recommendations for upcoming plenary: 
Agree that the co-chairs should look into the hosting options of the next UNGIWG Plenary Meeting including the possibility of organising the next meeting in Beirut.
