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Minutes of Meeting

7 March 2006

First National Partners Meeting


Background:

The First National Partners Meeting was organized on request of FAO and the World Food Programme (WFP), both co-chairs of the United Nations Geographic Information Working Group (UNGIWG). With letter UN 3/1 dated 9 February 2006 Dr. Louise O. Fresco, in her capacity of Officer-in-Charge of FAO’s Sustainable Development Department, invited specific parties in The Netherlands to attend the meeting and to consider participation in building the United Nations Spatial Data Infrastructure (UNSDI). Goal of the meeting was to inform parties on the UNSDI development and to establish participation of the parties.
Coordinates:

Meeting held at the Geomatics Business Park, Marknesse, the Netherlands.

14:00 – 17:00 hrs.

Agenda:

· Welcome and Introduction (Jelle Hielkema, FAO) 
· UNGIWG-UNSDI presentation (Jelle Hielkema, FAO) 
· GeoNetwork; status and plans (Jeroen Ticheler, FAO) 

· UNSDI-NCO (Jan Cees Venema, UNSDI-NCO) 

· WAVE30 (Martin Adriaanse, UNEP) 
· Discussion

· Wrap-up and Roadmap (Jelle Hielkema, Jan Cees Venema) 
Central questions:

· How can UNSDI-NCO effectively contribute in making spatial data available for UNSDI?
· What national activities can be identified or initiated which will fit in the programmatic lines of UNSDI-NCO?
Condensed results of the meeting
Questions from the participants:

· What are the subjects or questions of interest of the UN bodies? What kind of datasets are they interested in? For what purpose?
· What is the idea behind National Coordination Offices? Is it a national portal where we offer our expertise?

Explanation by FAO:

· At present the UNSDI “structure” is in place in terms of organizational structure (UNGIWG) and tool (GeoNetwork)

· The UNSDI programme formulation process has recently been started

· Existing information from within the UN bodies is and will be made available, but the spatial data content needs to be vastly expanded, in particular data at national and sub-national level. The UN bodies themselves have limited possibilities to generate data on those levels
· Presently many national Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDI’s) are being put into place, so why not combine efforts and broaden the network?

· To maintain a manageable UNSDI the number of interfaces with data suppliers should be limited. To this end one coordinating office per country is foreseen. National coordinating offices will establish the communication link between the UNSDI’s UN bodies and the national partners
Explanation by UNSDI-NCO:

· Apart from the contribution to the UNSDI proposal UNSDI-NCO will also embark on linking the activities of the national partners to Corporate Governance initiatives of large companies, like oil companies, banks, etc.

· To enable UNSDI-NCO to enter the dialog with the before mentioned parties, a national “portfolio” has to be established, illustrating the capacities of the national partners

Suggestions from participants:

· Link the Netherlands’ Geospatial Data Service Centre (GDSC) to UNSDI

· Identify information needs of the UN partners

· Identify what we can offer with respect to those needs

· Identify which programmes/projects in which the national partners are currently involved can contribute to UNSDI
· Focus on a limited number of application areas
· Make available what we already have

· Clarify more in depth the organizational aspects of NCO

· At present a national space programme proposal is being offered to the Netherlands’ Government in order to develop AquaSat; a satellite dedicated to water applications. The suggestion is made to link the output in time to the UNSDI infrastructure
Suggestion FAO:

· Focus on preferably water, forest, transport/logistics

· WAVE30 holds many spatial data requirements

Derived actions:

· UNSDI-NCO has to formulate more clearly it’s mission statement

· UNSDI-NCO will make inventory of information needs from national parties involved in the application areas water, forest and transport/logistics. To this end the following parties will be consulted:

· Water: The Netherlands Water Partnership (NWP) 

· Forest: Tropenbos International (TBI)

· Transport/logistics: TNT N.V.

· UNSDI-NCO will request the UN partners to articulate their spatial data needs

· UNSDI-NCO will identify which national partners have to be involved in covering the before mentioned information needs

· Per application area Workshops will be organized to formulate the Netherlands’ contribution to the UNSDI project proposal

· UNSDI-NCO will request the UN partners to identify and approach key person(s) in The Netherlands willing to actively support the UNSDI-NCO initative (e.g. H. Wijffels)

· Invited parties should state their interest in participation in UNSDI by replying to the letter of Dr. Fresco in due course

Timeline:

UNSDI-NCO requirements assessment: March/April

Next meeting: Workshops in May
UNSDI project proposal to UNGIWG: November
Participants:

	Martin Adriaanse
	UNEP

	René Boot
	Tropenbos International (TBI)

	Gert van der Burg
	Geomatics Business Park (GBP)

	Jelle Hielkema
	FAO

	Ron Janssen
	Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU/IVM)

	Kees Klein Goldewijk
	Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency (MNP)

	Menno-Jan Kraak
	International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation (ITC)

	Hans van Leeuwen
	Geomatics Business Park (GBP)

	Ludo Oelrich
	TNT N.V.

	Rob van Swol
	National Aerospace Laboratoty (NLR)

	Jeroen Ticheler
	FAO

	Jan Cees Venema
	UNSDI-NCO

	Kees de Zeeuw
	Alterra, Wageningen University and Research Centre (WUR)


Reference documents:

Powerpoint presentations on

· UNGIWG-UNSDI (Jelle Hielkema, FAO)
· GeoNetwork; status and plans (Jeroen Ticheler, FAO)

· UNSDI-NCO (Jan Cees Venema, UNSDI-NCO)
· WAVE30 (Martin Adriaanse, UNEP)

can be found in the members section of www.unsdi.nl
(login with username: member and password: perception)
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